








ATTENTION OF: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

441 G Street N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20314-1 000 

- .&A- 

CECW-P (SA) 

Mr. Willie R. Taylor 
Director 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Office of the Secretary 
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Taylor: 

We have received your agencies' comments of December 6,2005, regarding the Hudson 
Raritan Estuary Liberty State Park Ecosystem Restoration Project Feasibility Report and 
Environmental Impact Statement. We have also received your Fish and Wildlife Coordination 
Act Section 2(b) Report dated April 2006. We thank you for the critical support from your New 
Jersey Field Office technical staff on this important and high profile project. 

Your detailed comments will be helpful in the implementation of this project, and will be 
addressed during the Plans and Specifications stage, when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
New York District will be in a better technical and logistical position to consider, and hopefully 
implement, a number of your specific technical recommendations. With regard to the proposed 
contingency plan for the bald eagle, we do not feel that the development of such a plan is 
appropriate at this time, given that the Fish and Wildlife Service has determined that the 
proposed project modifications would not adversely affect the species. Normally, a "no adverse 
affect" determination leads to the closure of the consultation process pursuant to section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act. Please be advised that the Corps of Engineers would support the 
preparation of a bald eagle management plan should the species be attracted to the site in the 
future, and would enlist the cooperation of the non-Federal sponsor in the event that future 
consultation under section 7 of the ESA is warranted. 

As your staff is aware, there is much more work to do on this project before construction 
can begin. This work includes the development of detailed engineering designs, invasive species 
controllre-planting strategies, and plans for monitoring both during and after completion of 
construction. These will be fully coordinated with the U.S. Department of the Interior, through 
the NJ Field Office, and the other environmental review agencies, including the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection, as appropriate. 



If there are any questions, please contact Leonard Houston, Chief, Environmental Analysis 
Branch, New York District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 26 Federal Plaza, Room 2139, New 
York, NY 10278 at (917) 790-8702. 

Sincerely, i 

Thomas W. Waters, P.E. 
Chief of Planning and Policy Division 
Directorate of Civil Works 



Richard J. Codey 
Acting Governor 

Bfate of sefn aereeg 
Department of Environmental Protection 

Environmental Regulation 
Office of Pollution Prevention and Right To Know 
401 E. State St., 3rd floor, Trenton, NJ 08625-0423 

Te1.(609) 292-3600 
Fax (609) 777-1330 

Bradley M.  Campbell 
Commissioner 

November 30,2005 

Mr. Thomas W. Waters 
Chief, Policy and Policy Compliance Division 
Directorate of Civil Works 
US.. Army of Corps of Engineers 
Department of the Army 
Washington, D.C. 2031 4-1 000 

Dear Mr. Waters: 

Thank you for a copy of the proposed report of the Chief of Engineers and 
the report of the district engineer, including the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) on the Hudson-Raritan Estuary, Liberty State Park, New Jersey. 
The New Jersey Department of Enviror~mental Protection's (NJDEP) Office of 
Permit Coordination and Environmental Review commented on the Draft EIS and 
coordinated the review of the Final EIS. We have no comments on the Final 
EIS. 

We greatly appreciate the time and effort the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers has contributed to the project, and ,thank you for the opportur~ity to 
comment. 

Kenneth C. Koschek 
Supervising Environmental Specialist 
Office of Permit Coordination 
and Environmental Review 

C: Frank Gallagher, NJDEP 

New Jersey is an Equal Opportuniv Employer 
Recycled Paper 



Richard J. Codey 
Acting Governor 

Department of Environmental Protection 
PO Box 402 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0402 

Bradley M. Campbell 
Commissioner 

Tel. # (609) 292-2885 
Fax # (609) 292-7695 

December 2,2005 

Mr. Thomas W. Waters, P.E. 
Chief, Policy and Policy Compliance Division 
Directorate of Civil Works 
U. S. Army of Corps of Engineers 
Department of the Army 
Washington, D.C. 203 14-1000 

Dear Mr. Waters: 

Governor Richard J. Codey has asked me to respond on his behalf to your letter of November 3, 
2005 regarding the proposed report of the Chief of Engineers and the report of the district 
engineer, including the final Environmental Impact Statement @IS), on the Hudson-Raritan 
Estuary, Liberty State Park, New Jersey. 

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection's Office of Permit Coordination and 
Environmental Review commented on the draR EIS and is coordinating the review of the final 
EIS. The Ofice will provide comprehensive departmental comments on the final EIS if 
additional comments are warranted. 

The project will greatly enhance habitat viability within Liberty State Park and add to the passive 
recreation opportunities enjoyed by millions of visitors per year. We greatly appreciate the time 
and effort the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has contributed to this project. 

Please contact Mr. Ken Koschek of the Office of Permit Coordination and Environmental 
Review at (609) 292-3600 if you have any questions regarding participation in the environmental 
review process. 

Sincerely, 

Bradley M. Campbell 
Commissioner 

New Jersey is an Equal Opporruniry Etnployer 
Recycled Paper 




